
Chinese Impressions of the Auto Show  

My 17 yea r old s on a n d I a t ten ded th e a u to s h ow la s t m on th . Th ere wa s 
a lot to s ee. All th e m a jor m a n u fa ctu rers h a d bea u t ifu l d is p la ys of n ot 
only their latest products all shiny and bright, but their vision of how our 
automotive future may evolve.   

All of th a t wa s m os t im pres s ive. Bu t wh a t I fou n d to be th e m os t 
in teres t in g wa s fou n d tu cked in th e ba s em en t a wa y from th e glit ter a n d 
gla m ou r of th e m a in floor .  There wa s a s im ple, a n d s om ewh a t lon ely 
d is p la y by th e very fir s t Ch in es e a u tom a ker to m a ke a n a ppea ra n ce a t 
th e m os t im pres s ive a n d in flu en t ia l a u to s h ow in Nor th Am erica . Yep , in 
a tiny display, with just a few vehicles, manned by one young staffer, was 
th e toe h old of wh a t I believe will becom e a m a jor m a rch of Ch in es e 
automobile manufactures into our lives. Changfeng Motor had arrived.  

A lot will be wr it ten by oth ers a bou t th e im pa ct of th is m ove a n d I will 
n ot cla im to kn ow a n yth in g a bou t th e s ign ifica n ce of th is even t bu t I d id 
find a few interesting (and amusing) things to see at their display. My son 
a n d I wa tch ed a n in teres t in g video on th e grea t t ra d it ion of Ch a n gfen g 
dating back to at least 1996, if I remember correctly. Ten whole years! As 
we watched I was amused by the images shown of this worker’s paradise, 
in clu d in g im a ges of ou r old bu ddy Ma o Ts e-tu n g! Alth ou gh I im a gin e 
once they become savvy enough to hire marketing professionals, they will 
pu t s om e d is ta n ce between th em a n d th e la te Ch a irm a n . I dou b t if h is 
im a ge will be d is p la yed s o freely on ce th ey m ove u ps ta irs with th e b ig 
boys . Ra th er I s u s pect on a n u pda ted video th ey will t ie in with 
McDon a ld ’s or Hom e Depot a n d m a ke it s om eh ow pa tr iot ic to d r ive a 
Changfeng.  

What really caught my eye was when I picked brochures on their product 
lin e. I s u s pect th ey will lea rn fa s t or a t lea s t copy well, bu t words lik e 
“cu t t in g edge” a n d “forwa rd th in k in g” do n ot com e to m in d wh en look in g 
at the photos or seeing the product before me. The brochures do however 
p rovide a bu n ch of la u gh s wh en th e t ra n s la t ion between Ch in es e a n d 
En glis h does n ’t qu ite flow s m ooth ly. Wh en des cr ib in g th e n ew Lieba o 
Feiten g CFA6400 (rolls r igh t off th e ton gu e, eh ?) Th ey s a y, “It ca rr ies 
forw a rd t h e p u re not a ble blood re la t ions h ip .”  Hu h ? An d in 
des cr ib in g th e Lieb a o CS6 , th ey n ote th a t it is , “Powerful & En d ure 
Dynamic Showing Champion Fascination.”, in addition to “inheriting 
t h e c la s s ic c ros s -coun t ry s c ience & t ech nology a nd t h e exp er ience 
of form er Lieba o Mot ors , up on w h ich Ch a ngfeng Group h a s t h e 
fully independent intellectual property.” I’m thinking they might have 
won it in a kn ife figh t .  It a ls o, “a t t a ch es im p or t a nce t o t h e fee l ing of 
m ovem en t a nd coz ines s a p a r t from t h e em p h a s is on d r iving 



pleasure.”  I m a y be wron g bu t I a lwa ys th ou gh t you wa n ted th es e two 
things to go together.   

The most in s u lt in g to th e a r t of th e a u tom otive in du s try wa s th e CS7 . At 
lea s t th e a d  wa s a m u s in g. I rea lize th a t com m u n is t Ch in a wa n ted to 
s t r ip a wa y in d ividu a lity bu t lis ten to th is from th e brochure, “…the 
ou t w a rd a p p ea ra nce of conquer ing t h e innerm os t be ing of t h e 
veh ic les ow ner .” Geez, n ow th ey even h a ve th eir ca rs t ryin g to s u ck th e 
in d ividu a lity ou t of peop le. I’m tellin ’ ya we h a d bet ter wa tch ou rs elves . 
Of cou rs e th e Big Three)

 

s pen t m os t of th e ‘80 ’s s u ck in g th e in d ividu a lity 
ou t of u s with th e la m e p rodu cts th ey offered . Oh well, I gu es s th ere 
rea lly in n oth in g n ew u n der th e s u n . An d th is n ext lin e h a d m e la u gh in g 
ou t lou d . I kn ow th ey m ea n t “fu el” con s u m ption , bu t wh a t th ey p r in ted 
was, “Th e oi l cons um p t ion is 7 .3 L/1 0 0 k m d ur ing t h e d r ive a t 
a vera ge s p eed of 6 0 Km /h .”  I’m n ot s u re, bu t I don ’t th in k th e 
Am erica n pu b lic is goin g to pu t u p with a ca r th a t u s es a lm os t two 
gallons of oil every 60 miles. Then again, we all bought British cars didn’t 
we?    

Th e lin e th a t b rou gh t m e to m y kn ees a n d a t t ra cted th e a t ten t ion of 
s ecu r ity with m y h ys ter ica l la u gh in g, wa s from th e brochure of th e 
Lieba o Bla ck Gia n t CFA2030 Off Roa d Veh icle. Wh en des cr ib in g th e 
en gin e it s a id , “It ca n ign i t e und er low t em p era t ures a nd a nox ia .” 
Ignite? Anoxia? Are they trying to kill us? If I remember, anoxia is related 
to h ypoxia wh ich is wh ere th ere is a deficien cy of oxygen rea ch in g th e 
brain.    

I’m n o con s p ira cy n u t bu t I wou ld be very con cern ed a bou t th es e 
Ch in es e ca rs if I were u s .  Of cou rs e th ere m a y be a b r igh t s ide to a ll of 
th is . In th e s a m e b roch u re it s a ys , “Th e bod y is broa d ened , t h us t h e 
bod y becom es m ore w e l l -s t a ck ed a nd s m oot h . S t rong p ow er d r ives 
t h e m igh t y bod y . You w i l l fee l fu l l m om ent um a nd grea t d ign i t y .” 
Finally, th ey get it . Som eth in g with a n ice s t ron g d ign ified body th a t is 
smooth and well stacked. Hey, these guys may be OK after all.    
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